'ONCE   IN  A HUNDRED YEARS . . /'

Easter Sunday, 1939

Once it was given to us to be part of a great, a dramatic demon-
stration of protest. After the constantly recurring offenses, from
unwilling cab drivers up to segregated concert halls, it was almost
a relief when the Daughters of the American Revolution presented
Marian's friends with an issue big enough to bring out into the
open.

The cause cdtebre which came to its climax at the Lincoln
Memorial on Easter Sunday in 1939 began with a perfectly routine
request from Howard University in Washington, D.G, for a con<
cert by Marian Anderson under the University's auspices. Ar-
rangements were made in June, 1938, for a concert to take pkce
in Washington the next season. When we were scheduling
Marian's tour the date we gave the University was April 9th.

Early in January, 1939, the manager of Howard University's
concert series applied to Fred E. Hand, manager of Constitution
Hall, to reserve the auditorium for a performance on April 9th,
Constitution Hall is the largest auditorium in Washington and
the only one suitable for a concert by a leading musical artist. It
is the auditorium in which all top-ranking concert performers
regularly appear. It is owned, tax free, by the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

Mr. Hand replied to the University's manager that a clause
in the rental contract of Constitution Hall prohibits the presenta-
tion of Negro artists.

Mr. V. D. Johnston, treasurer of Howard University, wrote an
open letter disclosing this information, and at once there was a
small stirxof protest The Washington Herald wrote editorially:
"Prejudice rules to make the capital of the Nation ridiculous in
the eyes of all cultured people and to comfort Fuehrer Hita* apd
the members of our Nazibund."
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